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CHAPTER ONE 


silicone lubricants and other products (Figure 23) 
which make vehicle maintenance simpler and easier. 
Cleaning solvent or kerosene is available at some 
service stations, paint or hardware stores. 

WARNING 

Having a stack of clean shop rags on 
hand is important when performing en¬ 
gine and suspension service work. How¬ 
ever, to prevent the possibility of fire 
damage from spontaneous combustion 
from a pile of solvent soaked rags , store 
them in a lid sealed metal container 
until they can be washed or discarded. 

NOTE 

To avoid absorbing solvent and other 
chemicals into your skin while cleaning 
parts, wear a pair of petroleum-resis¬ 
tant rubber gloves. These can be pur¬ 
chased through industrial supply 
houses or well-equipped hardware 
stores. 

PARTS REPLACEMENT 



Honda makes frequent changes during a model 
year, some minor, some relatively major. When you 
order parts from the dealer or other parts distributor, 
always order by frame and engine numbers. The 
frame number serial number is stamped on the front 
frame member (Figure 24) (1993 location shown). 
The engine number is stamped on a raised pad on the 
right-hand side of the crankcase (Figure 25). The 
carburetor number (Figure 26) is on the left-hand 
side of the carburetor body just above the float bowl. 

Write the numbers down and carry them with you. 
Compare new parts to old before purchasing them. 
If they are not alike, have the parts manager explain 
the difference to you. Table 1 lists engine and frame 
serial numbers for the models covered in this man¬ 
ual. 

NOTE 

If your Honda was purchased second¬ 
hand and you are not sure of its model 
year , use the vehicle's engine serial 
number and the information listed in 
Table 1 . Read your vehicle's engine se¬ 
rial number. Then compare the number 
with the engine and serial numbers 
listed in Table 1 . If your vehicle's serial 
number is listed in Table 1, cross-refer- 
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ence the number with the adjacent 
model number and year. 

BASIC HAND TOOLS 

Many of the procedures in this manual can be 
carried out with simple hand tools and test equip¬ 
ment familiar to the average home mechanic. Keep 
your tools clean and in a tool box. Keep them organ¬ 
ized with the sockets and related drives together, the 
open-end combination wrenches together, etc. After 



using a tool, wipe off dirt and grease with a clean 
cloth and return the tool to its correct place. 

Top-quality tools are essential; they are also more 
economical in the long run. If you are now starting 
to build your tool collection, stay away from the 
“advertised specials” featured at some parts houses, 
discount stores and chain drug stores. These are 
usually a poor grade tool that can be sold cheaply 
and that is exactly what they are— cheap. They are 
usually made of inferior material, and are thick, 
heavy and clumsy. Their rough finish makes them 
difficult to clean and they usually don’t last very 
long. If it is ever your misfortune to use such tools, 
you will probably find out that the wrenches do not 
fit the heads of bolts and nuts correctly and damage 
the fastener. 

Quality tools are made of alloy steel and are heat 
treated for greater strength. They are lighter and 
better balanced than cheap ones. Their surface is 
smooth, making them a pleasure to work with and 
easy to clean. The initial cost of good-quality tools 
may be more but they are cheaper in the long run. 
Don’t try to buy everything in all sizes in the begin¬ 
ning; do it a little at a time until you have the 
necessary tools. 

The following tools are required to perform virtu¬ 
ally any repair job on a vehicle. Each tool is de¬ 
scribed and the recommended size given for starting 
a tool collection. Table 4 includes the tools that 
should be on hand for simple home repairs and/or 
major overhaul as shown in Figure 27. Additional 
tools and some duplicates may be added as you 
become more familiar with the vehicle. Almost all 
motorcycles and vehicles (with the exception of the 
U.S. built Harley and some English vehicles) use 
metric size bolts and nuts. If you are starting your 
collection now, buy metric sizes. 

Screwdrivers 

The screwdriver is a very basic tool, but if used 
improperly it will do more damage than good. The 
slot on a screw has a definite dimension and shape. 
A screwdriver must be selected to conform with that 
shape. Use a small screwdriver for small screws and 
a large one for large screws or the screw head will 
be damaged. 

Two basic types of screwdrivers are required: 
common (flat-blade) screwdrivers (Figure 28) and 
Phillips screwdrivers (Figure 29). 
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